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SUBJECT: OLYMPIC TWINJET AIRCRAFT PURCHASE 
REF: A. ATHENS 1869; B. ATHENS 1596; C. ATHENS 1560 
D. ATHENS 1487 

1 . EMBASSY LEARNED TODAY OF MEETING BETWEEN PRIME 
MINISTER CARAMANLIS, COORDINATION MINISTER 
PAPALIGOURAS, TRANSPORT MINISTER VOYATZIS, OLYMPIC 

BOARD CHAIRMAN THEOPHANOUS, AND OLYMPIC GENERAL MANAGER 
VASSISIADES, TO DISCUSS NEW BRITISH PROPOSAL (EXACT 
TERMS UNKNOWN TO EMBASSY) IMRPVING BAC OFFER AND 
INCLUDING VERY LIBERAL LEASING TERMS FOR AIRCRAFT 
TO COVER SUMMER NEEDS. 

2. RESULT OF MEETING WAS PRIME MINISTERS INSTRUCTION 

TO PAPALIGOURAS AND VOYATZIS TO EXAMINE NEW OFFER. AND 
THAT FINAL DECISION WAS UP TO THEM. ACCORDING TO EMBASSY 
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3. BOEING REPRESENTATIVE HAL YOUNG, WHO IS UNDER CONSID- 
ERABLE PRESSURE FROM SEATTLE HEADQUARTERS, INDICATES 
HE CANNOT MAINTAIN BOEING OFFER IN ITS PRESENT FORM 
BEYOND MARCH 12. 

4. IN THE MOST RECENT OF A SERIES OF EMBASSY APPROACHES 

TO PAPALIGOURAS , THE AMBASSADOR RAISED THE QUESTION AGAIN 
LAST WEEK IN THE COURSE OF DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
LAINGEN'S CALL ON THE MINISTER. PAPALIGOURAS AGAIN RE- 
ITERATED HIS EARLIER ASSURANCES (CF REF D), INDICATED 
THAT THE CONTINUING DELAY WAS DUE TO NERVOUSNESS IN SOME 
GOG QUARTERS OVER RECENT REVELATIONS IN THE US ON BRIBERY 
BY AIRCRAFT MANUFACTURERS, AND EXPRESSED HOPE FOR AN 
EARLY RESOLUTION ALONG THE LINES HE HAS BEEN INDICATING 
TO US. 
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